
THE MEFANE DECLARATION BY THE BAGYELI INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLES OF AKOM II SUBDIVISION FOR RECOGNITION OF 

THEIR RIGHTS 

 

On the occasion of the 30th edition of the International Day of the Indigenous 

Peoples commemorated under the theme "the protection of the rights of the 

indigenous peoples in situation of voluntary isolation or initial contact", we 

Bagyeli of the localities of Mefane, Awomo, Nyabitande, Fenda, Akom Akoué 

gathered on August 09, 2024, to learn and share experiences around our struggles to 

improve the respect of our rights. As a result, we note: 

- The non-existence of a national legal framework recognizing the rights of 

indigenous peoples, despite Cameroon's international commitments requiring 

it to respect the rights of indigenous peoples1; 

- The precarious citizenship of Bagyeli people due to the low number of births 

registered in hospitals, and the lack of financial resources to issue birth 

certificates and national identity cards; 

- The persistence of conflicts between the Bantus and the Bagyeli, particularly 

over lands;  

- The poor access to benefits of natural resource exploitation, particularly 

forestry by the Bagyeli people;  

- The persistent under-schooling of Bagyeli children, as schools in Bagyeli 

communities do not function. Bagyeli parents also lack the financial means to 

enrol their children in school;  

- The marginalization and non-implication of Bagyeli in management and 

decision-making, and in the implementation of development projects;  

- The weak recognition of Bagyeli traditional chieftaincies. In most cases, 

indirect rule is the order of the day, decisions concerning us are administered 

by/from Bantu traditional chiefs;  

- The existence of several initiatives to improve respect and recognition of 

Bagyeli rights. 

 

In view of the above, we recommend:  

1. Bagyeli communities to: 

- Register births regularly in hospitals; 

 
1 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the African Charter on Human Rights, the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, etc. 



- Send children to school and follow up regularly; 

- Regularly denounce abuses against the Bagyeli to the authorities; 

- Implement income-generating activities and assume leadership roles. 

 

2. Civil society organizations to: 

- Continue to support indigenous peoples in improving their citizenship; 

- Continue to support the process of legal recognition of Bagyeli lands and 

chiefdoms; 

- Support the Bagyeli in leadership and in implementing income-generating 

activities. 

 

 

3. To the State 

- Adopt a text that frames and protects the rights of indigenous peoples; 

- Ensure that the Bagyeli have access to the benefits arising from the 
exploitation of forest resources;  

- Resolve Bagyeli land conflicts with the Bantus; 

- Strengthen Bagyeli participation and representation in the management of 
public affairs and in local decision-making bodies;  

- Create and operate schools in Bagyeli communities that respect their culture;  

- Facilitate Bagyeli and Bantu dialogue with a view to securing and recognizing 
traditional Bagyeli land areas; 

- Continue to produce citizenship documents for the Bagyeli (birth certificate, 
national identity cards, etc.); 

- Ensure appropriate and timely compensation and resettlement measures for 
Bagyeli people where project impacts cannot be avoided.  

 

 

Done in Mefane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex 

- Attendance list 



 

 



 

 

 


